GATHERING  INFORMATION                    6l

Club and Vance and I were already at our favourite corner-
table when he arrived.

'Well, my good Lycurgus,' Vance greeted him, 'aside
from the fact that several new and significant clues have
been unearthed and that the public may expect important
developments in the very near future, and all that sort of
tosh how are things really going?'

Markham smiled.

'I see you have been reading the newspapers. What do
you think of the accounts?*

'Typical, no doubt,' replied Vance. 'They carefully and
painstakingly omit nothing but the essentials.'

'Indeed?' Markham's tone was jocular. cAnd what may I
ask do you regard as the essentials of the case?'

'In my foolish amateur way,5 said Vance, 'I looked upon
dear Alvin's toupee as a rather conspicuous essential, don't
y'know.'

'Benson, at any rate, regarded it in that light, I imagine.
. * Anything else?'

'Well, there was the collar and the tie on the chiffonier.'

'And,' added Markham chaffingly, 'don't overlook the
false teeth in the tumbler.'

'You're pos'tively coruscatin3!' Vance exclaimed. 'Yes,
they, too, were an essential of the situation. And I'll warrant
the incomparable Heath didn't even notice them. But the
other Aristotles present were equally sketchy in their obser-
vations,'

'You weren't particularly impressed by the investigation
yesterday, I take it,' said Markham.

'On the contrary,' Vance assured him. *I was impressed
to the point of stupefaction. The whole proceedings consti-
tuted a masterpiece of absurdity. Everything relevant was
sublimely ignored. There were at least a dozen points de
depart, all leading in the same direction, but not one of them
apparently was even noticed by any of the officiating pour-
parleurs. Everybody was too busy at such silly occupations